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meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 
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AND CouNCILS oF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


W hy the National Preaching Mission 


No better diagnosis of the state of the Church 
during the last decade or two has appeared than 
this: that we have been so preoccupied with the 
fruits of the Christian life that we have given too 
little attention to the roots. Humanitarian ser- 
vice, a passion for social justice, enthusiasm for 
a warless world, and devotion to other great 
causes of human welfare—these are the rightful 
fruits of faith in God and an understanding of 
His will as made known to us in Christ. But 
have we not tended to forget that we cannot har- 
vest abundant fruits unless we patiently and 
wisely nourish the roots? 

No one who understands either the Christian 
Gospel or the world in which we live could desire 
to see the churches give less attention to social 
and international problems. We may, however, 
well ask ourselves whether we are likely to get 
much farther in making society Christian until 
we have gone much deeper in cultivating per- 
sonal relationship with God and personal insight 
into the meaning of the Christian Gospel. We 
are discovering now, as Dr. Fosdick has said, 
that the social causes to which we are urging 
men to devote themselves require a moral and 
spiritual dynamic which the causes do not them- 
selves supply. 

Essential to any great advance in the social 
outreach of Christianity is a rekindling of the 
spiritual life of Christians. In the homely illus- 
tration used by Professor Rufus M. Jones, our 
situation is like that in which he found himself 
in connection with his Ford car back in the days 
before self-starters. He cranked the engine furi- 
ously but it would not run. He was on the point 
of turning in despair to some expert in mechan- 
ics, who could find out what was wrong with the 
machinery, when he finally realized that he had 
not turned on the ignition. There was no spark, 
and so long as the spark was lacking the engine 


remained stalled. Likewise with our social 
mechanism today. However much it may need 
technical repair, the greatest lack is the “spark”’ 
—the spiritual motive, without which even the 
most perfect social machine will not run. 

Such is the conviction that underlies the Na- 
tional Preaching Mission, which is to be con- 
ducted for three months next Fall and for which 
preparations are now being made in twenty-five 
of the leading centers of the country. 

Two considerations lend timeliness to such an 
undertaking. The first is that many ministers 
and other Christian workers are in a mood of 
discouragement today. Having had to carry on 
their work in an atmosphere of intensified secu- 
larism, having been surrounded by the prevalent 
sense of disillusionment and futility, they need 
—more than they need anything else—a revital- 
ization of their own faith in the Christian Gos- 
pel and in its transcendent significance for 
human life. The second consideration that . 
makes the National Preaching Mission timely 
is that there has been no united and sustained 
movement on the part of the churches for spirit- 
ual awakening for at least twenty years. Not 
since the Men and Religion Forward Movement 
of 1912 has there been anything comparable. 

In one important respect the National Preach- 
ing Mission will differ in its emphasis from the 
Men and Religion Forward Movement, due to 
the difference in conditions between then and 
now. Then there was a wealth of personal re- 
ligious concern but too meager channels for its 
expression in practical service. Today the situa- 
tion is almost reversed. There is a wealth of 
channels for effective service but insufficient 
spiritual energy flowing through them to pro- 
duce great results. The Men and Religion For- 
ward Movement gave a pronounced impetus to 
Christian social service—which was then the 
strategy of advance. The strategy of advance 
for the National Preaching Mission today is to 
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strengthen the basic foundations of Christian 
faith. From such an outcome the richest results 
will flow for every Christian task. 


Learning to Say “And” Instead of “Or’’ 


When J. H. Oldham, of London, the discern- 
ing world leader in Christian missions, was visit- 
ing our country last Fall, he commented that he 
found too few American Christians who knew 
how to make use of the word “and”! “Or,” he 
remarked, seemed to be the prevailing conjunc- 
tion. A tendency to espouse one-sided programs 
and to hold partial views, instead of seeing the 
Christian message and the Christian task in their 
wholeness, seemed to this English observer to 
be characteristic of American religious thought 
and activity. 

In insisting on the importance of seeing the 
Christian Gospel whole, Dr. Oldham was only 
reasserting a great emphasis of Christ Himself. 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God and thy 
neighbor” was His summary of what God re- 
quires. How often Christians act as if the com- 
mand were to love God or our neighbor! Some 
concentrate all their interest on man’s relation 
to his Father, others direct all their attention to 
man’s relation to his brother. But Jesus said 
“God and thy neighbor.” 

So we go on making false antitheses all along 
the line. We emphasize the individual or the 
social gospel; but forget that Jesus thought of 
every individual as infinitely precious to God 
and also as a fellow-citizen with others in a 
Kingdom. We emphasize mystical communion 
or practical service; but Jesus was transfigured 
by His consciousness of the immediate presence 
of God and came down from the Mount to min- 
ister to broken and needy lives. We insist on 
adventurous pioneering in quest of future good 
or on conserving the values that have come to us 
from the past; but Jesus described the man who 
really understands the nature of His Kingdom 
as one “who brings forth from his treasure 
things new and old.” We emphasize the evan- 
gelistic or the educational; but Jesus was always 
the Herald of Good News and at the same time 
the great Teacher of men. 

And, as a result of such one-sidedness, set 
over against some other one-sidedness, we tend 
to break up into factions which go off by 
themselves in separate groups in order to insist 
more strongly on their own program, instead of 
being one body of many members to which each 
contributes his special insight and function. Too 
often the evangelistically-minded lack in social 
vision, while those of social vision are wanting in 
evangelistic power. Too often the conservative 
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closes his mind to the possibility of laying hold 
of new values and new truth, while the more 
radical are too ready to forego their precious 
heritage from the past. Too often the mystic, 
renewing his own light at the Light of life, for- 
gets those who grope in social darkness which 
he could help to enlighten, while the prophet, 
denouncing the evils of the environing social 
order, loses his own touch with the final Source 
of moral power. Few things are more important 
than for Christians to learn to say “and”! 


Is Education to be Militarized> 


During the past ten years the churches, both 
through separate denominational actions and 
unitedly through the Federal Council, have 
steadfastly held to the conviction that military 
training in colleges and universities, if it is to be 
included in our educational system at all, should 
be placed upon a voluntary basis, and that all 
military drill in high schools should be abolished. 

Renewed concern over the R.O.T.C. has been 
occasioned by two recent developments. In 
Washington, it is reported that Congress will be 
asked to recommend a direct appropriation of 
$6,000,000 for the R.O.T.C., which is almost 
double the amount provided for the last fiscal 
year. At Ohio University, at Athens, a R.O.T.C. 
unit has been established, despite the protests 
of all the ministers of the community and the 
secretaries of the Y.M.C.A. and the Y.W.C.A., 
and without opportunity for faculty or students 
to voice their views. The Ohio Pastors’ Conven- 
tion has vigorously protested against the de- 
cision of the Ohio University Board of Trustees. 
According to a statement issued by the “Ohio 
University Federation for Peace,” the action of 
the War Department at Athens, Ohio, is “‘a part 
of a million-dollar expansion program . . . which 
seeks to establish military training in one hun- 
dred more American colleges and universities in 
1936, in spite of the fact that during the school 
year, 1934-35, 2400 schools in eighteen states 
were closed for lack of funds, while 14,000 more 
schools in twenty-one states would have been 
closed had teachers required their salaries in 
cash.” This is military madness of the worst 
sort. 

To be sure, the R.O.T.C. unit at Ohio Univer- 
sity is to be placed upon a voluntary basis. But 
the methods employed in achieving this end 
smack of military dictatorship. Had an ade- 
quate opportunity been given for a democratic 
discussion of the question, and had a majority 
of the faculty been in favor of the R.O.T.C., the 
decision could be justified. But the imposition 
of a R.O.T.C. unit on a student body in a state 
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‘university without giving faculty or students or 
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citizens generally an opportunity to be heard is 
militarism in the raw, and too much like fascism 
to be acceptable to American public opinion. 

At the University of Texas the story is differ- 
ent. On January 14, the “largest faculty meet- 
ing in several years” voted five to one—154 to 
31—against the establishment of an engineering 
fo: 1.C. unit. 

As the world crisis deepens it becomes increas- 
ingly imperative that the churches resist the reg- 
imentation and militarization of our youth. 


From Cooperative Theory 
to Cooperative Fact 

The readiness with which American churches 
undertake codperative work today is in striking 
contrast to the attitude they maintained toward 
each other until the close of the last century. 
The passing generation has lived during a change 
of which it has hardly been conscious but which 
has been almost revolutionary. 

One of the most impressive evidences of the 
change is seen in the definite pact of eight de- 
nominations for eliminating competition in home 
missionary work. While this agreement was 
signed only a year ago, it is the climax of nearly 
three decades of effort in the Home Missions 
Council. Master-lists of churches, showing all 
cases of duplication, have now been prepared as 
a basis for action. They show, incidentally, that 
the situation today is better than most people 
think. 

At the same time, the spirit of unity is draw- 
ing together again some of the churches in 
which there have been divisions. The prospect- 
ive reunion within the Methodist family is a 
noteworthy case. Even denominations that did 
not belong to the same family have come to- 
gether, as in the case of the Congregational- 
Christian union and the Evangelical-Reformed. 

More far-reaching still is the steady develop- 
ment of cooperative plans by which the churches 
of nearly all denominations are demonstrating in 
actual work that they have more things to draw 
them together than they have to divide them. 


Theoretically, the principles of codperation were 


adopted nationally in the first decade of this 
century. Putting them into practice has been a 
slower process. There are still plenty of inhibi- 
tions to hold the churches back, but they cannot 
stop the new tide. One of the most hopeful signs 
that a new day has begun is that in city and 
state councils of churches, the depression has 
caused only restriction of programs, not demises. 
The restriction has been chiefly in employed 
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staff, often with a most encouraging increase in 
volunteer leadership. In this the depression 
may become a blessing. 

The ease with which plans are carried out to- 
day in most cities for great meetings for Dr. 
Kagawa, in which he reaches not merely a few 
denominational groups but the whole Christian 
community, is an obvious illustration of the co- 
operative unity which we are achieving. The 
preparations for the National Preaching Mission 
next fall are also making it clear that in cities 
in which the councils of churches have been 
steadily developing for several years a move- 
ment for united Christian advance finds the in- 
dispensable codperative structure ready at hand. 


Kagawa: Interpreter of the Whole Gospel 


In the person of Toyohiko Kagawa there is 
incarnate that combination of spiritual forces 
and insights of which all our religious forces 
stand in need. Kagawa is evangelistic in the 
deepest sense. His profound Christian faith 
finds continual expression in his messages, in his 
casual contacts, in his personal way of life. 
“Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,” is his 
common salutation when speaking to a Chris- 
tian audience. Toa small group which met him 
shortly after his arrival in this country for his 
great lecture tour, he said, “‘I do not know what 
I can do in this country, but at least I have said 
to myself ‘I can pray in every city.’ ” 

Combined with this deep devotional life is 
Kagawa’s clear insight into the necessity for 
Christianizing our economic life in order to 
abolish war and poverty and to further the spirit 
of brotherhood. Kagawa is modern in his eco- 
nomic outlook. Unlike Gandhi, he accepts the 
machine but wants it managed for the largest 
common good rather than for the unequal profit 
of the few. He advocates cooperatives as an ex- 
pression of “the love principle of Christianity in 
economic action.” 

As Kagawa goes about our country, interpret- 
ing the whole Gospel of Christ, we thank God 
for him and pray for such an outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit as has not been seen in our churches 
for generations. With the present Kagawa tour, 
followed by the National Preaching Mission 
next Fall, the Christian forces of America will, 
it is earnestly hoped, achieve a new spiritual 
unity in their impact on the life of the nation. 
For there will be, we are convinced, in both of 
these efforts, a common consciousness of the es- 
sential oneness of the Gospel—a deep awareness 
of that personal-social saving religion which 
alone can redeem the individual, the Church and 
the world. 
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Plans for Preaching Mission Win Warm Response 


National Preaching Mission to be held next fall 

as a means of spiritual rekindling throughout 
America (as outlined in the November 1935 BULLETIN) 
have been carried forward with vigor. The list of the 
twenty-five centers in which the Mission will be conduct- 
ed has been completed and in each of them there has been 
extended conference by its ministers and laymen with 
representatives of the National Committee. Dr. Jesse M. 
Bader, Executive Secretary of the Committee, has visited 
most of the cities of the Middle West, the South and the 
East, supplemented by the assistance of Dr. William 
Hiram Foulkes, Dr. W. S. Abernethy and Dr. George 
Irving. Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, General Secretary 
of the Council, last month visited all the cities of the Far 
West to which the Mission will go. 

The response to the presentation of the plan has been 
highly enthusiastic. Everywhere there has been a feeling 
that such a movement for spiritual awakening is exceed- 
ingly timely, and the concrete plans have been heartily 
accepted as practicable and wise. 


D see the last two months the plans for the 


CITIES TO BE VISITED 


The Mission will begin in Toronto, Canada, on Sep- 
tember 13 and conclude in New York on December 9. 
The cities and the dates, as now scheduled, are as fol- 
lows: 


Toronto Sept. 13-16 Seattle Oct. 29-Nov. 1 
Pittsburgh Sept. 17-20 Vancouver Nov. 1- 4 
eee City Sept. 20-23 Portland Nov. 5- 8 
etroit Sept. 24-27 ‘San Francisco 
Indianapolis Sept. 27-30 Oakland Rove 
Atlanta Oct. 1-4. Los Angeles Noy. 12-15 
Birmingham Oct. 4-7 Dallas Noy. 15-18 
Louisville Oct. 8-11 Chicago Nov. 19-22 
St. Louis Oct. 11-14 Washington, D.C. Nov. 22-25 
Cleveland Oct. 15-18 Raleigh Nov. 26-29 
Minneapolis Oct. 18-21 Philadelphia Nov. 29-Dec. 2 
St. Paul 4 Boston Dec. 3- 6 
Des Moines Oct. 22-25 New York Dec. 6- 9 
Billings Oct. 25-28 


PROGRAM TO BE FOLLOWED 


The program in each city will be four days in length. 
On Sunday afternoon the churches will come together for 
a great united meeting in one of the largest halls of the 
city. During the three weekdays the program will be 
somewhat as follows, subject to modifications in order 
to meet the special needs of each city: 

A conference from 10:00 to 12:00 o’clock each 
morning when all the ministers within a radius of 
fifty miles or more will be brought together. Those 
speakers not needed in the ministers’ meeting will 
bring messages each morning to groups in high 
schools, colleges, universities and seminaries. 

Each noon a meeting in a downtown church or 
theater, and other meetings in shops and factories. 
Street preaching will be planned for, weather permit- 
ting. Simultaneous daily luncheons will be held for 


carefully selected groups of the most influential busi- 
ness and professional leaders. 

On each of the three afternoons, a series of sem- 
inars of a distinctly educational character, for both 
ministers and lay people, from about 2:00 to 4:00 
o’clock, for study and conference work. Some eight 
or ten subjects will be offered in the several seminars, 
such as methods of evangelism in the local church, 
religious education, the church as a center of com- 
munity service, the church and social problems, and 
the family. From 4:30 to 6:00 a series of meetings 
or seminars for young people on such subjects as the 
personal religious life, vocational problems, and youth 
in social action. In the evenings, a united meeting 
of an evangelistic character will be held in the largest 
auditorium in the city. It is expected that there will 
be a united choir composed of singers from the local 
churches. 

After the Mission each local church in the area 
will be urged to hold an eight-day Preaching Mission 
for intensive follow-up in its own parish. 

An extension program is also being developed in 
accordance with which each city will organize several 
groups of five or six speakers to visit cities and com- 
munities in other parts of the state, for the purpose 
of holding a two-day Preaching Mission. 


PERSONNEL 

Among those from other lands who are expected to par- 
ticipate in the leadership of the Mission are Dr. E. Stan- 
ley Jones, of India; Miss Muriel Lester, of London; 
Principal John S. Whale, of Cambridge, England; T. Z. 
Koo, of China, and Dr. Richard Roberts, of Canada. A 
group of Christian leaders drawn from all the major 
communions of our own country is being built up, each 
of whom will give at least a month of continuous service, 
and concerning whom a full announcement will shortly 
be made. 

Word comes from India that Stanley Jones has gone 
into a three months’ retreat in the Himalayas for prayer, 


‘study and meditation in preparation for leadership in 
. the Mission. 


Unity in Lenten Devotions 

As the BULLETIN goes to press, orders for the Fellow- 
ship of Prayer, the devotional manual for interdenomina- 
tional use during Lent, are coming in from the churches 
of all communions and from all parts of the country. 
There is every prospect that the circulation of this year’s 
manual, entitled, “Building a Christian World,” will 
equal that of other years and perhaps exceed it. 

The widespread use of the Fellowship of Prayer and 
its steady increase and acceptability during the eighteen 
years since it was inaugurated constitute one of the most 
impressive examples of the spirit and practice of Chris- 
tian unity. 
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Conserving Results of Kagawa’s Visit 


Dr. Kagawa’s visit in America, a National Co- 

ordinating Advisory Committee has been created. 
It came into being at a conference held at Dr. Kagawa’s 
own request in New York on January 28, at which rep- 
resentatives of the Federal Council of Churches, the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North America and sev- 
eral other groups discussed methods for increasing and 
conserving the values of the visit from the great Chris- 
tian leader of Japan. Among those present at the con- 
ference were Dr. C. C. Cunningham, who has been ac- 
companying Dr. Kagawa on his itinerary thus far, and 
Miss Helen Topping, who is FespORAnie for the original 
plans for his visit. 

In view of the unanimous feeling that some representa- 
tive group should give careful study to the question, and 
in the light of Dr. Kagawa’s own desire for such counsel, 
steps were taken to constitute a National Coordinating 
Advisory Committee. The representatives of the Federal 
Council upon it are Dr. Allan K. Chalmers, Dr. Benson 
Y. Landis, and James Myers. Rev. J. Henry Carpenter, 
Secretary of the Brooklyn (N.Y.) Federation of Churches 
was chosen Executive Secretary. Other organizations 
represented, include: Foreign Missions Conference, the 
International Council of Religious Education, the Fed- 
eration of Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions, the 
Council of Women for Home Missions, the National 
Council of Federated Church Women, the Home Mis- 
sions Council, the National Y.M.C.A., the National 
Y.W.C.A., the Association of Executive Secretaries of 
Councils of Churches, the International Youth Council, 
the Council of Church Boards of Education, the Mission- 
ary Education Movement, and others. 

At a meeting held in Chicago on February 12, generai 
plans were made for the remaining weeks of Kagawa’s 
itinerary in this country. During the latter half of May 
and June, he will spend three weeks on the Pacific Coast, 
devoting part of his time to the Japanese community but 
also filling certain other engagements, including two 
Regional Kagawa Seminars in Los Angeles and Seattle 
respectively, modelled partly on the pattern of the Fed- 
eral Council’s Indianapolis Seminar on the Churches and 
the Codperative Movement. Two other regional study 
conferences are planned by the codrdinating committee, 
as well as numerous speaking engagements, all of which 
are submitted to Dr. Kagawa for his personal approval. 
It is understood that no further appointments can be 
considered as the itinerary is now complete. Miss Top- 
ping has been asked to assume special responsibility in 
connection with the development of prayer groups. Dr. 
Kagawa’s interest in securing resources for building a 
thousand new rural churches in Japan in the next ten 
years will also receive attention. The final culmination 
of Kagawa’s visit to America will be a national confer- 


A S a means of conserving the highest results from 


ence of denominational and other religious organization 
leaders at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, at the Y.M.C.A. 
camp during the last three days of June. This confer- 
ence will attempt to develop plans for codrdinating and 
conserving the values and ideals of Kagawa’s message. 

The Seminar on Consumers’ Cooperation, held in In- 
dianapolis, December 30-January 1, under the auspices 
of the Federal Council of Churches, with Dr. Kagawa 
as the chief speaker, concluded its sessions with a series 
of findings which included the following: 

‘We are convinced that the codperative movement is one of 
the major techniques in making possible the Kingdom of God on 
earth. We believe that the churches and religious organizations 
have an opportunity to supply dynamic and motivation for this 
most promising movement. We are convinced that the churches 
must concern themselves with the goal that the movement seeks. 

“Various church bodies have, on past occasions in recent years, 
made declarations in favor of encouraging cooperatives. We be- 
lieve the organizations already within the local churches should 
study the codperative movement as exemplified in the uniquely 
challenging life of Kagawa, and also as the movement has de- 
veloped in the United States and other countries. The churches 
should seek to co6perate with other community groups in this 
study. 

“We recommend that the various church bodies hold other 
Seminars throughout the country on the relation of the Church 
to the codperative movement and that interested agencies should 
more widely disseminate the literature on the movement.” — ue 

A full report of the addresses, discussions and findings 
of the Seminar was published by the Federal Council’s 
Department of Research and Education in Information 


Service of January 18. 


Christians Welcome Jewish Visitors 


A representative group of church leaders met in New 
York on February 3, at the invitation of the Federal 
Council, for luncheon with Sir Herbert Samuel and Vis- 
count Bearsted of England, for the purpose of hearing 
their proposal for facilitating the emigration of persecuted 
Jews from Germany to Palestine. Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, 
as Chairman of the American Section of the Universal 
Christian Council, introduced the distinguished guests. 

Sir Herbert Samuel made the chief address of the occa- 
sion and the eloquence which gave him eminence as for- 
mer Home Secretary of Great Britain deeply moved his 
hearers, who were struck not only by the facts which he 
brought to their attention but likewise with the great 
restraint he displayed in his description of conditions 
among the refugees who have been forced to flee. 

Viscount Bearsted left an indelible impression on the 
minds of his hearers because of the direct personal nature 
of his testimony concerning the grievous sufferings now 
inflicted upon the Jews and others in Germany. 

Among those present were a number of leaders of the 
American Christian Committee for German Refugees, 
who are seeking to arouse American church people to the 
need for constructive measures of relief on behalf of the 


one-fifth of the German refugees who are Doar 
e\ne eye 
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Radio Ministry Exemplifies Christian Unity 


T a meeting of the Joint Religious Radio Com- 
mission, held in New York on February 25, the 


leading officials of the National Broadcasting 
Company conferred with representatives of the Federal 
Council of Churches and of state and local councils of 
churches concerning the radio ministry. Mr. Lenox R. 
Lohr, who has recently become President of the National 
Broadcasting Company, and Mr. David Sarnoff, the 
Chairman of the Board, expressed their deep sense of 
appreciation of the spirit of unity which has characterized 
national broadcasting under Protestant auspices. They 
paid a tribute both to the radio ministers and to the Com- 
mission for having provided a positive message while at 
the same time avoiding partisanship and sectarian contro- 
versy. They pledged the codperation of the Broadcast- 
ing Company so long as the radio ministry is carried on 
on a broad cooperative basis. 

Dr. John W. Langdale, the Chairman of the Commis- 
sion, who presided, conveyed to the National Broadcast- 
ing Company the deep gratitude of the churches for the 
opportunity which radio has afforded for reaching great 
multitudes of people who are not touched by the ordinary 
ministry of the churches. Dr. S. Parkes Cadman and Dr. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick testified to their conviction that, 
in this day when the crucial issue is not one form of 
Christianity in the place of another but rather religion 


versus irreligion, it is especially essential to emphasize the 
common elements of the Christian faith in speaking to 
the great invisible audiences over the air. 

The present program of religious radio, as sponsored — 
by the Federal Council of Churches, is as follows: 

Morning Devotions, daily except Sunday, 8:00 A. M. 
to 8:15 A. M. 

Radio Pulpit, Sunday, 10:00 A. M. to 10:30 A. M. 
Dr. S. Parkes Cadman. 

National Youth Conference, Sunday, 1:30 P. M. to 
2:00 P. M. Mr. Harry N. Holmes. 

National Vespers, Sunday, 4:00 P. M. to 4:30 P. M. 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick. 

Religion in the News, Saturday, 6:45 P. M. to 7:00 
P. M. Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk. 

Homespun, Wednesday, 11:15 A. M. to 11:30 A. M. 
Dr. William Hiram Foulkes. 

Midweek Hymn Sing, Tuesday, 6:15 P. M. to 6:30 
P. M., under the direction of Arthur Billings Hunt. 

The time as announced in each case is Eastern Stand- 
ard Time. : 

The speakers who were heard in other programs of the 
past year during the summer and fall months were: Dr. 
Charles L. Goodell, Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, Dr. Norman 
Vincent Peale, Dr. William T. Hanzsche, Dr. Frederick 
K. Stamm and Dr. Paul E. Scherer. 


Concern for Unemployed Urged 


FTER reviewing the continuing conditions of dis- 
A tress, due to unemployment, the Federal Coun- 


cil’s Executive Committee at its January meeting 
appealed for “a consistent policy in and continuity of 
relief,” which will give the unemployed “a measure of 
security” in the place of their growing uncertainty. The 
Council emphasized the special concern of religion in the 
matter because of “the destructive effect on the human 
spirit of the fear and uncertainty to which the unem- 
ployed are subjected.” The statement follows: 

“From reports of unemployment conditions by church 
and social workers throughout the country, we are con- 
vinced that the great masses of unemployed desire first 
of all regular jobs at decent wages and hours. Until 
private business or the government shall make such em- 
ployment available, the unemployed are entitled to hu- 
mane treatment, adequate relief and freedom from con- 
stantly shifting relief policies. We desire to emphasize 
with all the force at our command, the destructive effect 
on the human spirit of the fear and uncertainty to which 
the unemployed are subjected and which are particularly 
prevalent among them at the present time. 

“In our opinion, what is needed at this time is imme- 
diate appropriation by Congress and the states and com- 


munities of sums sufficient for the next twelve months. 
This would provide a breathing spell for the unemployed, 
give them a measure of security and reduce the fears 
and uncertainties which would haunt them during a year 
of national elections. 

“Even W.P.A. jobs for 3,500,000 workers who have 
been on home relief will not meet relief needs. Only 
about half the unemployed have ever received relief. 
Five million youth can find no useful place in society; 
the ‘never-employed’ are increasing annually. Advances 
in the volume of industrial production and of dividends 
are apparently taking place without a corresponding in- 
crease in the number of persons employed. We are not 
convinced that private agencies and state and local gov- 
ernments are prepared to undertake adequately even the 
care of the ‘unemployables’ who have been on home 
relief and who will not receive W.P.A. jobs. 

“Our urgent appeal is for a consistent policy in and 
continuity of relief administration with federal, state 
and community grants sufficient for all forms of relief 
during the next twelve months to remove the present 
widespread and dangerous uncertainty and to restore 
confidence and some sense of security to the unem- 
ployed.” 
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Principles of Public Worship 

In a new document entitled “Seven Principles of Pub- 
lic Worship,” the Federal Council’s Committee on Wor- 
ship undertakes to set up a body of standards by which 
to judge the quality of worship. Fundamental aspects of 
worship are summed up in the following seven principles: 

“J. The consciousness of the presence of the Living 
God should determine the relevancy or irrelevancy of 
everything that is done in a public service of worship. 

“TI. Public worship is directed toward God as an ob- 
jective reality outside of ourselves; it is ‘unto Him.’ Its 
primary reference is not to man but to God. 

“TI. The congregation should participate actively in 
worship. 

“TV. Worship is an activity within which preaching 
is to be regarded as a distinct function. 

“V. The arts have a distinct function in aiding wor- 
ship. 

“VI. The posture of reverence, both mental and phys- 
ical, is essential to successful worship. 

“VII. The final test of effective worship is its Chris- 
tian effect upon the everyday living of the worshippers.” 

Strong protest is made against the cheapening of wor- 
ship by the introduction of “personalisms.” There is an 
appeal, also, that worship should not be allowed to “fall 
into a mere self-analysis of the feelings of the worship- 
The discussion of the place of music in worship 
recognizes its high value but points out that too often it 
is used as if it were an end in itself rather than as auxil- 
iary to the central function of worship, which is to bring 
the worshipper into a sense of vital relationship with God. 

The document has been issued at present only in pro- 
visional form and is still subject to revision. 


To Humanize Immigration Laws 


A group of representative clergymen of all the major 
Protestant bodies have joined in expressing support of 
the objectives of the Kerr Bill (H. R. 8163; Senate 


_ 2969), which is designed to make stricter provision for 


the deportation of criminal aliens and at the same time 
remove certain hardships to which aliens of good char- 
acter and their innocent families in this country are now 
subject. While not passing judgment on the technical de- 
tails of the bill, the ministers heartily commend the 
underlying principle of strengthening the law for the de- 
portation of criminals while allowing a measure of dis- 
cretion in the case of aliens of good moral character. The 
signers of the joint statement express special approval of 
the protection of such aliens and their families against 
inhuman treatment through the separation of members 
of the same family and similar contingencies which are 


_ mandatory under existing legislation. 


The bill has the strong approval of Honorable D. W. 
MacCormack, U.S. Commissioner of Immigration, whose 
experience leads him to believe that its enactment is 
urgently called for. The joint statement of the clergy- 
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General Secretary of the Federal Council, expressing his 
personal interest in the bill, have been widely circulated. 
Dr. Tippy attended the hearing on the bill and inter- 
preted the interest of the churches. 


Church Conference of Social Work 
Atlantic City, May 24-30, 1936 


The program for the Church Conference of Social 
Work for 1936 is well under way. It will feature the 
Church’s use of leisure time, including group work in 
local churches and church houses, and by the youth move- 
ment in the churches; the relation of church social work 
and the work of the community; training of theological 
students for effective social work and the Church and 
social security. There will also be a symposium on 
churches in social action. The annual inter-faith break- 
fast in codperation with the National Conference of Jews 
and Christians, will be addressed by Msgr. Robert F. 
Keegan, President of the National Conference of Social 
Work. 

This year’s National Conference of Social Work was 
to have been held in Washington. Preparations had 
been made for a Conference of unusual importance be- 
cause of the relations between private social work and 
governmental welfare services. The Conference was 
finally removed from Washington because suitable ar- 
rangements could not be made for entertainment of 
Negro delegates in hotels. It was transferred to Atlan- 
tic City, and the date fixed for May 24-30. 

This year’s officers of the Church Conference of Social 
Work are: Professor Arthur L. Swift of Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Chairman, and Miss Frances Knight of the 
Children’s Village, Detroit, Vice-Chairman. The exec- 
utives are Dr. Worth M. Tippy, Executive Chairman, 
and Dr. Leland Foster Wood, Secretary. The office of 
the Church Conference is with the Federal Council’s De- 
partment of the Church and Social Service. 


‘“‘Income and Economic Progress’’ 


Arrangements have been made by Dr. Tippy with the 
Maurice and Laura Falk Foundation of Pittsburgh by 
which a reprint of the book, “Income and Economic Pro- 
gress,” by the Brookings Institution will be mailed to 
90,000 Protestant ministers in the United States, includ- 
ing colored ministers. The new edition will be bound in 
paper and will include a brief statement by Dr. Tippy, 
printed in with the book. The entire expense is being 
met by the Foundation. 

In making the suggestion of the special printing and 
mailing to President Harold G. Moulton of the Brook- 
ings Institution, Dr. Tippy called attention to the im- 
portance for ministers, in their capacity as teachers, of 
the book, especially the information summarizing the 
findings of the Brookings Institution. This was recog- 
nized by the Brookings Institution and by the Founda- 


men and also a letter from Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert,tion as justification for the cost of the mailing. 
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Roy G. Ross Heads International Council 


At the annual meeting of the International Council of 
Religious Education, held in Chicago on February 17, 
Rev. Roy G. Ross was elected General Secretary, suc- 
ceeding Dr. Hugh S. Magill, who resigned about eighteen 
months ago. Mr. Ross has been since 1929 Director of 
Christian Education in the United Christian Missionary 
Society, the central agency of the Disciples of Christ. 
Great satisfaction was expressed in the selection of this 
young and progressive leader as the head of the inter- 
denominational work in religious education throughout 
the country. 

During the last several years the International Council 
of Religious Education, the Federal Council of Churches 
and the Home Missions Council have been drawing to- 
gether in a close codperative fellowship. This expresses 
itself especially in the approach of the three national or- 
ganizations to local and state areas in the interest of in- 
terdenominational unity. Instead of developing separate 
councils of religious education, it is now the prevailing 
practice to form inclusive councils of churches in which 
religious education is a major function and which seek 
to make the whole work of the churches truly educational. 


Guide to Pamphlets 


A comprehensive list of recent leaflets, pamphlets and 
booklets on social and economic subjects has been com- 
piled by the Federal Council’s Department of Research 
and Education and published in its Information Service. 
Copies are available at five cents each, or $3.00 per 
hundred. 

Descriptions are given of pamphlets published in 23 
series. Each series is interpreted and most of the sepa- 
rate titles are annotated. A total of 117 publications is 
listed, indicating the wealth of pamphlets available. The 
guide issued provides some pertinent information about 
the present “era of pamphleteering.”’ 


FOR THE LENTEN 


SEVEN PSALMS 
by Adelaide Teague Case 
“I BELIEVE IN GOD... . ” 
by Anna V. Rice 
SHORT MEDITATIONS 


ON SPIRITUAL RESOURCES 
by Charlotte H. Adams 


SEASON 


50 cents 


75 cents 


35 cents 


Three guides to study, meditation and worship. 


THE WOMANS PRESS 


600 Lexington Avenue New York, N. Y. 


LETTERHEADS AND ENVELOPES 
Hammermill 20 Lb. Bond—Printed to Order and Postpaid 
Pricesper tse See | 00-4) 225051 SOG aM 


etterheads,, (any size) 2 4s Sanu $1.00 | $1.75 .50 | $4.00 
Envelopes; 354,X%'6%4 . 20 ate soa ee 1.00 1.75 2.50 4, 
Letterheads and Envelopes as above -------- 1.50 | 2.50 | 4.00 | 7. 
With larger Envelopes <222:.-22 22 22 2.25°| 3.50 | 5.50) |)/10 


Neatly Boxed :: Satisfaction Guaranteed :: Send for Samples 
The J.R.S. Co., Dept. F., 800 Stewart Ave., Columbus, 
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“ABC of American Neutrality” 

Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk’s pamphlet, “The ABC of 
American Neutrality,” has been brought strictly up-to- 
date, including an interpretation of the action taken by 
the House of Representatives on February 17 and by 
the Senate on February 18. 

In its revised form it analyzes the original neutrality — 
legislation, the draft neutrality bills submitted to the 
present Congress by the Administration and by Senators 
Nye and Clark, and the measure as finally adopted by 
both branches of Congress. Despite its revision and en- 
largement, it is still available from the Federal Council — 
of Churches at the old rate of 5 cents per copy or $3.00 . 
for 100 copies. 


Rural Church Architecture 

A new 24-page booklet of plans and designs for re- 
modeling and enlarging the smaller churches, especially 
those found in the town and country, has been published 
by the Interdenominational Bureau of Architecture, — 
which serves the churches cooperating in the Home Mis- 
sions Council and the Federal Council of Churches. The 
booklet, which is entitled “Rebuilding the Town and 
Country Church,” is delightfully illustrated by about 
fifty photographs showing how the existing building may 
be transformed or enlarged in a way to make it more 
appropriate for worship and more adequate for religious 
education and community service. The pamphlet in- 
cludes plans for remodeling a one-room building so as to 
provide a well-proportioned house of worship and also 
rooms for additional activities. The price of the book- 
let, which is certain to be of great practical value, is 50 
cents; $30.00 per hundred. Orders may be sent to the 
Director of the Bureau, E. M. Conover, 105 East 22nd 
Street, New York. 


Aid China’s Sufferers 

About $7,000,000 in Chinese currency (at least 
$2,500,000 in American money), gifts of the American 
people, have been sent to Chinese victims of famine and 
flood by China Famine Relief since 1928, when this or- 
ganization was initiated by the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America and the Federal Council of 
Churches. During the last few weeks of 1935, $25,000 
(Chinese) was sent. 


Chureh Pageantry 


Returnable examination copies of New Pageants 
and Sacred Plays for Easter sent upon request. 
Users of Pageants should send at once for samples. 
Please give name of church. 


CHURCH PAGEANTRY 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


124 North 15th Street, 


) 
March, 1936 
\ 


FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN ll 


NEWS OF STATE AND LOCAL COOPERATION 


Illinois Builds on 
Solid Foundations 


The Illinois Church Council held its 
annual Convocation of Ministers at Peoria, 
February 5-7. The general theme was “The 
Church Today.” The convocation sermon 
was preached by Dr. Joshua Oden, pastor 
of the Irving Park Lutheran Church, Chi- 
cago, President of the Chicago Church 
Federation. Addresses were given by Dr. 
John Timothy Stone, Mrs. Jessie Burrall 
Eubank and Dr. Roy B. Guild, in addition 
to addresses by Illinois pastors and leaders 
of forums. 

The presence of Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa 
assured a large attendance in spite of the 
severe cold. He spoke upon the following 
subjects: “Our Resources in God,” “The 
Nations and the Kingdom of God,’ and 
“Creating a Christian World Order.” One 
address was given in the Shrine Temple, 
which was filled to the last seat. Dr. 
Kagawa told his life story in such a simple 
yet intense way as to produce a profound 
impression of the possibilities of a human 
life dominated by an understanding of 
Christ. Most impressive was the musical 
service rendered by a chorus of one hun- 
dred high school boys and girls. 

At the annual meeting of the Illinois 
Church Council, held on the 6th, the re- 
ports showed that remarkable progress has 
been made during the brief period since its 
organization, in spite of the limited budget. 
Contributions for 1935 came from sixty 
counties. Workers employed by denom- 
inations and local churches are used as 
widely as possible. The budget adopted 
for 1936 is $6,500. 

The Secretary of the Council is Rev. 
Charles E. Shike, whose courage, cheerful- 
hess and sacrificial spirit constitute a 
promise of great success. 


Twenty-Five Years of 
Codperation in Pennsylvania 


The Pennsylvania Council of Churches, 
Dr. William L. Mudge, Executive Secre- 
tary, is celebrating its twenty-fifth anni- 
versary. An impressive leaflet entitled 
“Twenty-Five Achievements for the 
Twenty-Five Years” reveals a record of 
which the churches of the State may well 
be proud. The total membership of the 
twenty-five participating denominations in 
the State is more than two millions. The 
participation of women is of special in- 
terest. The program of the women’s de- 
partment, which has been formed within 
the Council, is the same as the five-point 
program of the Pennsylvania Council of 
Churches, having special emphasis on mis- 
sions, missionary education among children, 
young people and adults, and observance 
‘of the World Day of Prayer. Women 
serve upon all the committees of the 
Council. 

The Comity Department reports that over 
one hundred cases of comity have been 
solved. These are now listed in a printed 
leaflet. There is a close working relation- 


ship between the Council of Churches and 
the Pennsylvania Council of Religious Edu- 
cation. Special attention has been given 
to work in Civilian Conservation Corps 
Camps, of which there are many in Penn- 
sylvania. There are strong departments of 
evangelism and social work. 


Ohio Council Shows 
New Strength 


At the Annual Meeting of the Ohio 
Council of Churches, held at Columbus on 
February 4, in connection with the annual 
Convocation of Ministers, the report of 
the treasurer was received with especial joy. 
The large deficit under which the Council 
has been laboring for the past few years 
was reported as wiped out, The receipts 
for the year were $19,171.58. A budget of 
$22,710 for 1936 was adopted. The Secre- 
tary of the Council is Dr. B. F. Lamb, 
whose work for years has received most 
cordial support. 

The Comity Department has re-employed 
Rev. W. H. Thompson, who will have 
direction of the field work in twenty 
counties in the southeastern part of the 
State; Rev. H. E. Beckler, who will work 
in about twenty counties in the north- 
eastern part of the State; and Mr. Frank 
R. Lutz, who will work in ten counties in 
the western part of the State. These three 
men were on the staff of the Council be- 
fore the depression. All three began their 
work again on January 1, 1936. They 
promote cooperation in every way under 
the auspices of the State Council of 
Churches. Mrs. Ruth Mougey Worrell was 
employed as Secretary of the Women’s 
Department. 

The program of the Ohio Convocation 
contained the names of such speakers as 
Dr. Paul Scherer of New York; Dr. Ernest 
F. Tittle of Evanston; President G. Brom- 
ley Oxnam of Depauw University; Mr. 
E. R. Bowen of the Cooperative League of 
the U. S. A.; Dr. Douglas Horton, pastor 
of Hyde Park United Church of Chicago; 
Bishop Edwin Holt Hughes of Washing- 
ton; Professor Rufus M. Jones of Haver- 
ford; Rabbi Heller of Cincinnati; and Dr. 
Toyohiko Kagawa. The Chairman of the 
Convocation was Dr. Harold N. Geistweit, 
of Cincinnati. This was the seventeenth 
Annual Ohio Pastors’ Convention. The 
success and value of the Ohio convocations 
have resulted in many other states adopt- 
ing the plan. 


New State Council 
in North Carolina 


The North Carolina Council of Churches 
was organized at Greensboro on January 
20, with twelve denominations officially 
cooperating, and one, the Southern Bap- 
tist, unofficially coOperating. The united 
constituency represents about a million and 
a half church members. The initiative in 
organizing this Council was taken by the 
church leaders of the State. The constitu- 


tion of the Council was prepared by them 
after a careful study of the needs of the 
State and the experience of other states in 
furming such an organization. Dr. Walter 
L. Lingle (Presbyterian), President of 
Davidson College, was elected President of 
the Council. Dr. J. A. Vache, pastor of 


the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
Greensboro, was elected Secretary- 
Treasurer. 


This is the first state council of churches 
south of the Mason and Dixon Line. 


Queens Emphasizes 
Religious Education 


The Annual Meeting of the Queens 
(N. Y.) Federation of Churches, held in 
Richmond Hill, N. Y., January 30, was 
largely attended by representatives of 
churches in all parts of Queens County. 
When this federation was organized there 
was genuine fear that churches so scattered 
would not be able to work together. These 
fears have been dispelled. Under the 
leadership of William C. Bennett, the 
churches have come to an enhanced under- 
standing of the value of codperative effort. 
One of the most important features of the 
work is the program of religious educa- 
tion. The leadership training school had 
the largest enrollment for a number of 
years. Weekday religious education has 
been conducted in several parts of the 
county. An annual retreat for the clergy in 
the autumn proved to be most helpful. 
The Queens Federation cooperates closely 
with the Brooklyn Federation as a part of 
the Greater New York Federation. 


Greater New York 


Reports Successful Year 


At the Annual Meeting of the Greater 
New York Federation of Churches, held 
at the Astor Hotel, New York, on January 
27, seventeen hundred people seated at the 
banquet tables and six hundred others in 
the gallery heard Dr. Kagawa and Dr. 
William P. Merrill. The President of the 
Greater New York Federation, Dr. Eugene 
C. Carder, associate pastor of the River- 
side Church, presided. The reports pre- 
sented by the General Secretary, Rev. 
Robert W. Searle, showed the program of 
the Federation to be as inclusive as the 
tasks which call for cooperation not only 
among Protestants but also between 
Protestants and those of other religious 
faiths and between Protestants and the 
social and civic organizations of the city. 

The report of the Department of Reli- 
gious Education, under Walter M. Howlett 
as Secretary, disclosed that last year there 
were ten community training schools with 
a total enrollment of 1,541, and that 477 
teachers were in training for the daily 
vacation Bible schools. The Children’s 
Division helped in the organization and 
program of 21 parent study groups. The 
Superintendents’ Union is composed of 
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tendents. The work of weekday religious 
education in connection with 157 schools 
is sponsored by a Central Committee for 
the five boroughs. Five hundred fifty-four 
daily vacation Bible schools registered 
24,622 children. The Youth Department 
had a conference on “Christian Youth 
Building a New World,” registering 817 
young people and 182 advisers. One of 
the most important factors in this work is 
the Protestant Teachers’ Association, com- 
posed of over seven thousand public school 
teachers. At present, it contributes more 
money to the cooperative program of 
Protestantism than any denomination in 
the city. 


Two New City Councils 


The latest addition to the ranks of 
church codperation is Tacoma, Wash., 
where the Tacoma Council of Churches 
was organized on February 10. For sev- 
eral years a Council of Religious Educa- 
tion has been carrying on an effective pro- 
gram in a limited field. It will now be- 
come a department of the comprehensive 
Council, which will be responsible for all 
cooperative tasks in the city. Eighteen 
congregations have provided for represen- 
tation on the new Council. Dr. Samuel 
McCrea Cavert, General Secretary of the 
Federal Council, was present at the initial 


meeting of the Tacoma Council. 

The churches of Jackson, Mich., organ- 
ized the Jackson Council of Churches on 
December 9. Mr. C. H. Johnson, Secre- 
tary of the Y.M.C.A., was elected Secre- 
tary of the Council. For the present, the 


The financial statement reported the 
total budgetary income for 1935 as 
$44,504.98, disbursements as $41,100.83. 
The most serious handicap is the deficit 
which accumulated during the last few 
years. 
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Be prepared for all contingencies 
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Have Complete Coverage against all certainties or pos- 
sibilities. Protect your family’s security against the chance 
of your sickness, accidental injury or untimely death. Build 
up an estate for your retirement years. 

You can get this complete coverage in a combination of 
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LOOK! 
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ACCIDENT BENEFITS 


3,000 plus $30 monthly pension for loss of two limbs. 
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Council will have five departments of 
work—Interchurch Relations, Religious 
Education, Interracial and International 
Justice and Goodwill, Social Service, Pub- 
lic Affairs and Publicity. 


Chicago Shows 
Steady Progress 


The Church Federation Bulletin of the 
Chicago Church Federation, in its Feb- 
ruary issue, gives an annual report which 
enables the reader to realize the remark- 
able growth of church codperation from 
the days when it consisted chiefly of a 
Monday morning ministers’ meeting. Part 
of the report is summarized in the follow- 
ing items: “Churches Observe 400th Anni- 
versary of English Bible. Two-Day Con- 
ference Studies Place of New Americans in 
Religious Life of City. $4,000 Secured for 
Enlarged Work in Boys’ Court. Church 
Workers Study Juvenile Delinquency. So- 
cial Service Department Added to Church 
Federation. Plan City-Wide Religious 
Census and Visitation Campaign for Chi- 
cago. Noonday Lenten Services Draw 
5,000. Comity Commission Plans Strategy 
for Northwest Area of City. Church 
Women Attend Three Inspirational Mass 
Meetings. Thirteen Community Confer- 
ences Draw 3,000 to Classes Planned by 
Department of Religious Education.” 

The receipts for the year were $19,910.75. 
In addition to this amount, there was an 
expenditure of $18,700 by the Comity 
Commission and the Public Institutions 
Commission in a special account. The 
Chicago Church Federation is composed of 
18 denominations having 1,049 churches. 
The President of the Federation is Rev. 
Joshua Oden, pastor of the Irving Park 
Lutheran Church. The Lutheran churches 
of Greater Chicago codperate with the 
Federation through the Chicago Lutheran 
Ministers’ Association. 


Church Loyalty 


Crusades 


The Utica Council of Churches, under 
the executive leadership of Rev. Henry O. 
Hospers, carried on a United Church Loy- 
alty Crusade in the Fall, which had good 
results in strengthening the churches that 
participated. Rev. Arnold F. Keller is 
President of the Council for 1936. 

The Rochester, N. Y., Federation of 
Churches was for six weeks in the midst 
of a Church Loyalty Crusade under 
the direction of Rev. George Dowey. The 
churches of the city and county re- 
sponded in an encouraging manner and 
the results to date have been striking. 
Many churches have reported increases of 
over one hundred per cent in church 
attendance. 

Much attention has been given in 
Rochester to work for peace. On Armis- 
tice Sunday between 400 and 500 of the 
young people of the city marched through 
the streets in a peace parade and concluded 
their demonstration with a great rally at 
Asbury-First Methodist Church. The 
Democrat and Chronicle gave a full page 
for statements from the Catholics, Jews, 
and Protestants on peace. 
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AMONG THE BEST NEW BOOKS ELECTRIC LIGHTED 


An Interpretation of Christian 
Ethics 


By ReEINHOLD NIEBUHR 
Harper & Bros. $2.00 


A man in the early forties who thinks as 
deeply, widely, and realistically as Rein- 
hold Niebuhr is bound to appear contra- 
dictory, from time to time, as he reveals 
his differing emphases and considers vary- 


ing aspects of the same realities. His new 


volume strikes one so differently from 
“Moral Man and Immoral Society” that it 
is not always easy to reconcile the two, 
although his current study is in many ways 
an amplification of the other volume. 
Christianity is prophetic but must be 


realistic: “the full dimension of human life 
is given in its love perfectionism, on the 
‘one hand, and in its moral realism and 
pessimism, on the other.” 


It must go 
deeply: “prophetic religion attributes moral 


* evil to an evil will rather than to the lim- 


itations of natural man.’ Modern culture 


has lost this view of moral responsibility. 


Prophetic Christianity must release itself 
from its “rationalistic inheritance.” It 
“tends to disintegrate into two contrasting 
types of religion. The one inclines to deny 
the relevance of the ideal of love to the 


_ ordinary problems of existence, certain that 


the tragedy of human life must be resolved 
by something more than moral achieve- 
ment. ‘The other tries to prove the rele- 
vance of the religious ideal to the prob- 
lems of everyday existence by reducing it 
to conformity with the prudential rules of 
conduct which the common sense of many 
generations and the experience of the ages 
have elaborated.” 

The situation confronting the Church 
with reference to our social and political 
life is summed up in these words: 


“Historic Christianity is in the posi- 
tion of having the materials for the 
foundation and the roof of the struc- 
ture of an adequate morality. But it 
is unable to complete the structure. Its 
faith in a meaningful world, having a 
source beyond itself, is the foundation. 
Its faith in the end and fulfillment is 
the roof. The walls, the uprights, and 
diagonals which complete the building 
are the moral actions and ideals which 
are fashioned by the application of 
religion’s ultimate insights to all spe- 
cific situations.” 


Orthodoxy has the profounder grasp but 
is “imbedded in outmoded science.” Lib- 
eralism has too easily adjusted itself to 
secular culture and a commercial age and 
so has lost the creative genius of Christian 
morality. It developed the illusion that 
human beings have the resources to. meet 
the demands of Jesus’ “perfectionist”’ 
morals of “absolute love.” As against this 
superficial view the myth of “the Fall” of 
man has a profound truth. 


While Karl Barth is not mentioned, 
Niebuhr, like Barth and Brunner, finds his 
faith in the “relevancy” of Jesus’ impossible 
ideal in “a new hope, centered in the reve- 
lation of God in Christ.” 

Taken as a whole, his message draws the 
entire area of human life, individual and 
social, away from the seductive paths both 
of moral self-satisfaction and of utopian 
social illusions, It avoids both the light- 
hearted sentimentalism of modern liberal- 
ism and the debilitating apprehensiveness 
of an evasive traditionalism and brings. us 
into the glowing light of religious ideals 
which, although flying goals, beckon us on 
to progressive, even though partial, realiza- 
tion. GaSe M. 


Christianity and Personality 
By Joun Wricut BucKHAM 


Round Table Press. $2.00 


A new philosophy has been evoked in 
recent years, known as “personalism,” of 
which Borden P. Bowne was the early 
exponent and which is now analyzed afresh 
by Professor John W. Buckham. He sees 
a current trend toward devaluating per- 
sonality, resolving human motives and 
conduct into a psychology of animalism, 
and ignoring “religion and its motives alto- 
gether.” It is his contention that “the 
more personality is probed, the clearer it 
becomes that it is essentially supernatural,” 
and “reaches up into the Infinite.’ The 
knowledge of persons is held to be “a dis- 
tinct form of knowledge,” more real than 
the cognizance of objective matter. 

Our hope is in Christianity, whose 
“theory, as well as its very life, is bound 
up” with “the person and personal values.” 
“Jesus initiated . . . an epochal evaluation 
of personality’? from which modern phil- 
osophy has partly been severed. The prin- 
ciple that “personal (or spiritual) truth’’ is 
“known intuitively” “has always been basal 
in Christianity.” ‘Man the developing per- 
son, striving towards an ideal that comes 
from above himself—this is the Christian 
conception.” 

There are three embodiments of person- 
ality, in man, the Ideal Man (Jesus), and 
God. Despite all confusing experience 
“man is free, creative, and capable of un- 
limited progress.” Jesus is “the redemp- 
tive personality’? and He is linked with 
the “ineradicable human impulse towards 
the Ideal,” which is incarnated in Him. 

“However far above personality, He is 
personal; however far beyond conscious- 
ness, He is conscious; however far be- 
yond fatherhood He may be He is 
vitally, intimately, dependably ‘Our Father 
in the Spirit Realm,’ ” 

There is a charm in this volume which 
reflects the “personality” of its author and 
lightens the abstractness of its discussion. 


C. 5S. M. 


CHANCEL CROSSES 


Made of Solid Brass, finished in Etruscan 
Gold, suspended from a three-foot chain, 
including canopy for fastening to ceiling; 
wired ready for installation. Glass used, 
either Alabaster or Opal. 


Lamps recommended (not furnished 
with Cross) are: 1 T8—40-watt; 3 T10— 
25-watt Clear. 


LIGHTED 
CHANCEL CROSS NO. 1 


Square Ends 


Spread, 18 inches. Length, 27 inches. 
Depth, 3 inches. Width, 4 inches. Lights, 4. 


Price—Without Emblem, $40.00. With 
I.H.S. Emblem, $45.00. 


Same Cross Made of Sheet Iron 


Finished as above— Without Emblem, 
$25.00. With I.H.S. Emblem, $30.00. 


Delivery Extra 


LIGHTED 
CHANCEL CROSS NO. 2 


Pointed Ends 


Spread, 21 inches. Length, 30 inches. 
Depth, 3 inches. Width, 4 inches. Lights, 4. 


Price—Without Emblem, $50.00; With 
I.H.S. Emblem, $55.00. 
Same Cross Made of Sheet Iron 


Finished as above— Without Emblem, 
$32.00; With I.H.S. Emblem, $37.00. 


Delivery Extra 


BRASS ALTAR CROSSES 


Two Sizes—$15.00 and $30.00 
BRASS 
OFFERING PLATES 


$8.00, $9.00 and $10.00 


Send. for Our Circular of Impressive 
Easter Memorial Suggestions 


Goodenough & Woglom Co. 
Service and dependability since 1848 
296 Broadway Box 22 New York 
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Songs from the Slums 
By Toyouixo KacawA 


Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. $1.00 


These poems from the pen of “a supreme- 
ly sensitive soul” are an intimate disclosure 
of a life lived in the slums of Kobe by a 
selfless servant of Christ. The worst 
degradation and misery of mankind are 
reflected, but with them the vision of God 
and the Christ-like love of men that have 
made Kagawa’s name one of the most loved 
and admired in the world-wide Christian 
fellowship. For him the terrible suffering 
of the world has a sacramental meaning— 
it is the suffering of God. 


Contemporary Christian 
Thought 


By CHarLeS S. MACFARLAND 


Fleming H. Revell. $1.50 


Readers of the Butietin. will have a 
special interest in this volume because it 
is the latest product of the pen of the 
esteemed General Secretary Emeritus of the 
Federal Council. 

About forty of the leading religious 
books of recent date, chiefly of the last 
two or three years, are reviewed and pre- 
sented as illustrative of present trends in 
Christian thinking. The volumes thus 
passed under examination cover a wide 
range and are classified under appropriate 
heads as dealing with theology, the Bible, 
Christian ethics, psychology, salvation 
(personal and social), Church history, and 
Christian unity. The final chapter is an 
interpretation of the main tendencies re- 


from an 


ANNUITY AGREEMENT 
of the 


American Bible Society 


... and the satisfaction 


of sharing in distributing the 
Bible in more than forty countries 
and in nearly 200 languages. 


vealed in the religious literature of the 
day. . 

Dr. Macfarland’s survey is a useful guide 
in deciding what book one really wants to 
select, out of the miscellaneous output of 
the presses, for his more intensive reading. 
It will also give an insight into the char- 
acteristic emphases and points of views of 
those other authors whom one is not able 
to study at first hand. S. M. C. 


Tomorrow’s Children 
By ELtswortH HUNTINGTON 
John Wiley & Sons. $1.25 


In Colonial America people of superior 
stock produced more than their proportion 
of the rising generations of children. At 
present, however, there is a dangerous ten- 
dency for a disproportionate percentage to 
come from homes which represent both 
poor heredity and unfavorable conditions 
of nurture. The essence of the teaching of 
eugenics as here given is that families 
which can offer both a good heredity and 
good training, ought to increase the aver- 
age number of their children, whereas 
families in which the heredity and training 
are likely to be poor, should be smaller. 

Better social and economic conditions 
should be secured for families which are 
eugenically superior, such as those of 
teachers, clergymen, and _ missionaries. 
Moreover, since rural districts account for 
nearly all the increase of the native born, 
it is desirable that rural life should be 
improved. For this a great increase in 
cooperative enterprises is suggested as an 
economic basis. 

The book suggests medical examination 
prior to marriage, the prevention of hasty 
and unwise marriages, freedom of physi- 
cians to impart birth control information, 
the segregation of the unfit, and steriliza- 
tion of the worst types. 

The author uses a question and answer 
form. His moderation of statement and 
breadth of view are commendable. 

L. F. W. 


LET YOUR GIFT 


PAY YOU 


A LIFE INCOME 


YOUR GIFT ON THE 
ANNUITY PLAN 


will provide for you 
end your dependents 


A Secure and 


Unchanging Income 
fully guaranteed by re- 
serve funds required by 
New York State laws. 
All_ annuities promptly 
paid since 1875. 

By your gift you will 
share in world-wide 
Christian work of the 
Church, 

For full information write 


ERNEST F. HALL, Sec’y 
Department of Annuities 
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Why Do Men Suffer? 
By Lest1e D. WEATHERHEAD 
Abingdon Press. $1.25 


The brilliant Wesleyan pastor at Leeds— 


one of the foremost of the younger Free — 


Church ministers of Great Britain today— 
gives fresh and skillful treatment to the 
baffling problem of pain and suffering. 
Even though no new arguments are 


brought forward, the discussion has a high 


inspirational quality because of the vivid 
illustrations, incidents and anecdotes. It 
has the human touch in an exceptional de- 
gree, speaking persuasively from the heart 
to the heart. Both the pastor, called on 
to bring comfort to the distressed, and 
the average reader, facing his own per- 
plexities and sorrows, will find it richly 
suggestive. 

The central theme is the reconciliation of 
our suffering with the goodness and the 
omnipotence of God. The idea that an 
individual’s suffering is always punish- 
ment for his sin is vigorously repudiated. 
The redemptive aspect of human suffering 
is emphasized, as is also the fact of our 
participation in a social fellowship, which 
makes us share the results of others’ ignor- 
ance and sin as well as their contributions 
to our happiness. 


Henry van Dyke 
By Tertius vAN DyKE 


Harper & Bros. $3.50: 


The vivid and varied life of a great 
figure both in the Church and in national 
affairs is recorded faithfully by his son. It 
is good biography and good history—for 
the subject of the book had a significant 
part in public events during the greatest 
war in history. The twenty-five chapters 
deal with his childhood and education, his 
seventeen years as pastor of Brick Church 
in New York, his twenty-three years as 
professor at Princeton, his American lec- 
tureship at the Sorbonne, nis ambassadorial 
experience in Holland, his literary labors, 
his battles as a champion of liberty and 
his exploits as an indefatigable disciple of 
Izaak Walton. To read the book is to 
marvel at the versatility and the energy of 
the man. 

The author, reserving his estimate of his 
father mainly for a final brief note, tells 
us at the end his own view of his father’s 
character and achievements. He sees him 
as one who was never willing to become a 
narrow specialist but preferred to remain 


an amateur in the best sense—not a pro- 
fessional. 
Ht SECOND mal | | K 


Write for Booklet FC 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE 
@ NEW YORK CITY e 


Largest stock in America. Over half a million 

Theological Books—Classified by subject. Catalog 

free. Correspondence and ‘Want Lists” invited. 
Please mention The Federal Council Bulletin. 
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Preaching the Apocalypse 
By DANIEL RUSSELL 
Abingdon Press. $2.00: 


To those who have felt that the Book 
of Revelation is too obscure and cryptic 
to lend itself to effective preaching, this 
volume will come as a gratifying surprise. 
A minister who has had long experience in 
a New York pulpit discloses the wealth of 
spiritual values that he has found in the 
Apocalypse. In part, he gives an expos- 
itory interpretation of the Apocalypse, 
sensible and illuminating, free from the 
distorted meanings that religious cranks 
often try to read into it; in part, a sug- 
gestive way of presenting its message to a 
congregation. 


Friends of God 


By Anna GroH SEESHOLTZ 
Columbia University Press. $2.50 


Those who know the author as the effi- 
cient administrator of important mission- 
ary programs may be surprised to learn 
that in the midst of practical affairs she 
has been able to take time to be a scholar 
also. The present volume, originally 
written as a thesis for a doctorate in phil- 
osophy at Columbia, is a thoroughly com- 
petent—and at the same time delightful— 
study of the German mystics of the four- 
teenth century—especially Eckhart, Suso, 
Tauler, and Ruysbroeck. The study is 
based chiefly on original German sources, 


‘great men.” 


little known in the English-speaking world. 
An outstanding emphasis is on the relation 
between the mystical type of life and 
practical service to men. The “friends of 
God” were also notable “friends of man.” 
One comes from reading the volume with 
a heightened conviction that for modern 
as well as for medieval times the first- 
hand experience of God has a vital rela- 
tion to social insight and reconstruction. 
S. M. C. 


The Life of Benjamin Bausman 
By Henry H. Rancx 


Publication and Sunday School Board of 
the Reformed Church in the U. S., Phil- 
adelphia. (Second Edition, $1.00) 


President George W. Richards aptly 
characterizes the period covered by this 
volume as “the days of small things and 
After reading this book I 
agree with Dr. Richards in ranking its 
subject “among the first five ministers as 
preacher, pastor, and scholar, in any 
church in America”; and with Dr. L. W. 
Goebel when he characterizes Dr. Baus- 
man’s life as “interwoven with the whole 
fabric of the history of the Reformed 
Church.” 

Most of this volume consists of the let- 
ters and other memorabilia of this great 
preacher and pastor, which the biographer 
has woven into a connected story with 
such rare skill that we have almost an auto- 
biography. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 15 


While of course the pastor of today is 
working under changed conditions, this 
story might well constitute a course in pas- 
toral theology for our younger men. The 
thing that disturbs me most is the relative 
lack among our present-day ministers of 
what I have called the shepherding im- 
pulse, which has come to be satirized as 
“door-bell ringing.” What I sometimes 
fear is that the pastoral instinct itself has 
not yet found out how to adjust itself to 
modern life. The subject of this intensely 
interesting volume had the secret of min- 
isterial power. Cc. S. M. 


Story Talks for Boys and 
Girls 


By Srmeon E. Cozap 
Round Table Press. $1.50 


These talks to children, which were 
features of Sunday worship in All Soul’s 
Church, Lowell, Mass., avoid the conven- 
tionalized patterns. They are not based on 
texts from Scripture but find their point 
of departure in incidents, events, observa- 
tions and anecdotes which are in the realm 
of children’s experience. Some of the 
themes are drawn from everyday objects, 
others from the biographies of interesting 
people, others from the lives of family pets. 
One section is comprised of talks appro- 
priate to special days in the church year. 
The author reveals a decided capacity for 
entering imaginatively into the lives of his 
youthful hearers. 


@ The Presiding Bishop’s 


Book for Lent 1936 


PRESENT THEOLOGICAL 


TENDENCIES 
By EDWIN EWART AUBREY 


What is wrong with western culture? What 
positive help has the Christian religion to 
offer as a philosophy of civilization? Dr. 
Aubrey, with these questions in mind, has 
searched through the writings of contem- 
porary Christian thinkers in Western Europe 
and America. The result is a significant di- 
gest of the various schools of thought and a 
concise statement of the problems confront- 
ing theology today. The Religious Book 


Club selection for January. 2nd printing. 
$2.00 


An INTERPRETATION of 
CHRISTIAN ETHICS 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 


Chosen as the November book of the Re- 
ligious Book Club “because of its rigorous 
and uncompromising treatment of the Chris- 
tian ideal of love in its relevance to the 
ethical problems of our social order.” 

“This book is a testament of faith and a 
mine of ethical insight that will be eagerly 
hailed by those concerned about the ethical, 
social and religious issues of our time.”— 
Friend’s Intelligencer. 2nd printing. $2.00 


At All Bookstores 


CHRIST THE KING 


Edited by the Rt. Rev. James deWolf Perry. The ideal book for 
Lenten reading. The contributors are Bishops Hobson, McDowell, 
Manning, Johnson, and Sherrill. Also Dr. Samuel S. Drury, Ralph A. 
Cram, Charles L. Dibble, and Dr. Francis C. M. Wei. 169 pages. $1.00 


DRAW NEAR WITH FAITH 


By Dr. Samuel S. Drury. A new book on the Holy Communion, ad- 
dressed to those who do not understand it or who have drifted away 
from it. The doctrine is expressed afresh with frankness in facing the 
pros and cons. $1.25 


BORN..FOR VICTORY 


By Albert Buckner Coe. The Forty-second Book in Harpers Monthly 
Pulpit. Dr. Coe presents the task of the church, some of the central 
emphases of our faith, and offers some constructive suggestions for the 
strengthening of the individual, society, and the church itself. $1.00 


GRAIN OF WHEAT 


By Toyohiko Kagawa. A simple, moving novel by the Christian leader, 
Kagawa, now visiting in America. ‘Inspirational in nature, this novel 
has had the same success in Japan which ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ enjoyed 
in seventeenth century England.”—New York Times. Illustrated. $1.00 


KAGAWA 


By William Axling. The standard biography of the Japanese Christian, 
by one who has known him and worked with him for years. “Inspiring, 
fascinating, authentic, is this life of perhaps the greatest Christian of 
our day.”—China Weekly Review. With 50 pp. of devotions. $1.00 


HARPER & BROTHERS : Publishers : New York 
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ABINGDON 


Christ and His Cross 
By W. RUSSELL MALtsy 


@ The author is master of high thought and beautiful language. 
Two-thirds of the book is occupied with devotional discussions 
of subjects such as, The Paradox of the Cross, Why They Cruci- 
fied Him, Why Jesus Laid Down His Life. Then follows a schol- 
arly study of the interpretations of the Cross, all which claim 
high authority but none of which are without challenge. 


Net, $1.50, postpaid 


Christian Faith and Economic 


Cha nge By Hatrorp E. Luccock 


@ The theme of this brilliantly written book is the bearing of 
Christian truth on the changes in the economic structure of so- 
ciety. It explores what the author considers to be the com- 
pulsions and imperatives of. the historic Christian Faith for such 
changes. The emphasis is not upon any particular economic 
formula or theory but upon the implications of religion when 
carried out into definite social consequences. 


Net, $2.00, postpaid 


Why Do Men Suffer? 


By LeEsLiE D. WEATHERHEAD 


@ “No pastor, if he knows what this book contains, will pass it 
by. We have here the same qualities of mind and heart that 
Doctor Weatherhead elsewhere shows: human sympathy, spirit- 
ual and moral insight, wide experience, and a grasp on underlying 
principles.”—Dr. Harris Franklin Rall, in Garrett Tower. 


Net, $1.25, postpaid 


Challenge and Power 


Meditations and Prayers in Personal and Social Religion 
By Wave CrAwrorp BARCLAY 


@ In these meditations and prayers, fresh and stimulating to a 
remarkable degree, realistic as no other manual of devotion 
hitherto available in facing social conditions and needs, the per- 
sonal and the social gospel are not two but one. 

Net, $1.00, postpaid 


Young Adults and the Church 


By Jessie A. CHARTERS 


@ How a leader can help to evolve a program for intellectual, 
moral, and spiritual growth is the story told in this book. The 
experiment with The Sunday Morning Discussion Group is used 
to illustrate one method of gathering together young adults, en- 
gaging their vital interest, and bringing them into the spirit of 
fellowship and group loyalty. 

Net, $1.00, postpaid 


Men Who Left a Name 


By E. Leigh Mupce 


@® This book makes vivid a number of stages in the development 
of the church through descriptions of outstanding men and 
women, and it gives young people a glimpse into modern 
church history. 


Net, 50 cents, postpaid 


At the Better Bookshops 


THE ABINGDON PRESS 


NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 
Boston - Pittsburgh San Francisco 
Detroit Kansas City Portland, Ore. 
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® COKESBURY GOOD BOOKS| 
The Great Evangel 


By LYNN HAROLD HOUGH. “Keen analysis, a solid 
grasp of historic Christianity, and a flashing form make 
these lectures a signal contribution to the literature of the 


essential substance of the Christian Gospel.”—Religious | + 


Book Club. The Evangel Which Convinces the Mind... 
Masters the Conscience ... Wins the Heart are some of 
the chapters. A gifted presentation of twentieth-century 
preaching imperatives. $1.50 


The Way, the Truth, and the Life 


By HENRY M. EDMONDS. Sixteen sermons, abound- 
ing in refreshment and stimulus for preachers, by the pas- 
tor of Independent Presbyterian Church, Birmingham, Ala. 
The sermons throughout adhere remarkably to the general 
title of the book. He proposes Jesus—his way, truth, and 
life! $1.50 


God the Christlike 


By JAMES ROBERTSON CAMERON. One of the 
finest of all contemporary theological works. “A fine and 
thoughtful book. It takes a line of thought which is emi- 
nently useful at this time and expounds with care and dis- 


crimination the revelation of our Father God in Jesus 
Christ.”—S. Parkes Cadman. 


We Face Calvary--and Life! 


By G. RAY JORDAN. Ten new Lenten sermons on the 
application of the Christian way to the world in which we 
live. The Way of Christ, The Challenge of the Cross, Dis- 
illusioned But Not Embittered, Loud Praise or Living Por- 
trayal, Immortality, and a Disillusioned World are some of 
the sermon themes. “One enjoys reading sermons by Dr. 
Jordan. There is real body to them.”—The Churchman. $1 


Other Books for Lent and Easter 
CHRIST SPEAKS FROM CALVARY 


By Ed. Jeffries Rees. TenLentensermons, “Strong, mas- 
terful. One can scarcely read them sitting down and is 
almost made to pace the room.”—The Christian Evangelist. 
Some of the sermons: Christendom Looks Toward Calvary, 
Palm Branches or Crossbeams? The Forgiving Christ, The 
Rejected Christ, The Triumphant Christ, The Immortal 
Christ. $1 


VICTORIES OF THE CROSS 


By W. L. Stanbury. “The truth he preaches has present 
application to every living soul.’—Clovis G. Chappell. 
Some of the sermon themes: Our Lord’s Way of Meeting 
Indignities, Our Lord’s Unanswered Prayer, The Cross and 
the Love of God, Earning the Right to Eternal Life. $1 


Songs from the Slums-- 


Through the pages of 
this book Kagawa re- 
veals his own heart 
and soul. Read it 
now, while the eyes of 
all America are fo- 
cused upon him. “It 
reveals the depths of 
Kagawa’s soul more 
adequately than do his 
meditations or his 
biographies.” — Wil. 
mina Rowland. 


By Toyoutko Kacawa. “Anyone 
is poor who has not met Kagawa 
in SONGS FROM THE SLUMS.’— 
Bishop Edwin Holt Hughes. “It 
will take a front rank place in the 
literature of the Christian re- 
ligion."—-R. E. Diffendorfer. “TI 
feel that I have met Kagawa per- 
sonally. In this book he revealed 
his soul to me.’—Bishop E. D. 
Mouzon. With INTRODUCTION 
AND BiocrapHy by Sherwood 
Eddy. Price, $1 
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